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,We have a familiarity with, we feel we can talk in-
tellectually about, the Buddhic consciousness as it is
characterized, of the Nirvanic consciousness as it is
characterized, and there are some very proud spirits
who will find themselves able to characterize the
Atmic consciousness no less. And who knows, there
may be adventurous souls who feel able to go beyond
the Atmic consciousness, and peer into regions which
for us less advanced entities are entirely closed.

I wonder how many there are in The Theosophical
Society, who have a real, personal knowledge derived
from experience, derived from one plane, let alone
half a dozen ? Remember that the reading of books
is not enough. The reading of a book is an introduc-
tion. It is Just like having a guide-book and not
going to the country about which the guide-book
writes.

I cannot help wishing that every member of The
Theosophical Society would make up his mind that he
will know for himself, independently of books and
persons, something about something.  It does not
matter how small that something is so long as he
knows something about it, just a little about just a
little. Let him know it so that he can stand on a
platform and say : " This is my own experience. Wheth-
er it is at all true is another matter, but such as it
is, there it is, and I bear witness to it, so far as I am
concerned."
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